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MISSION
The Placer County Air Pollution Control District (District) mission is to
manage the County’s air quality in a manner to protect and promote public health
by controlling and seeking reductions of air pollutants while
recognizing and considering the economic and environmental impacts

A Long Legacy of Successful
Air Quality Eﬀorts
Since its inception, the District has
successfully implemented a number of
actions and initiatives to reduce emissions
in Placer County, meet air quality
standards, and improve public health for
all residents. District programs, incentives,
rules, monitoring, and enforcement actions
are designed to improve air quality and
provide a better quality of life to those who
live and recreate in Placer County.
Organizational History
 1970—District formed as a division of the
Placer County Health Department.
 1988/1990—Implementation of California
Clean Air Act of 1988 and Federal Clean
Air Act amendments of 1990. District’s
work expands from criteria pollutants—
products of combustion, particulate
matter, and lead—to include airborne
toxic contaminants.
 1994—District became a separate County
Department. The Board of Supervisors
comprised the District’s Governing
Board.
 1997—District became a special district
with city representatives joining three
County Supervisors, to form the District’s
nine‐member Governing Board.
 2006—District efforts expand to include
reducing greenhouse gas pollutants to
the atmosphere as directed under
Assembly Bill (AB) 32.
 2017—District
initiates
work
on
implementing Assembly Bill (AB) 617, the
Community Air Protection Program.

District Organiza on & Budget
The District is governed by a Board of Directors composed of
three County Board of Supervisors and one elected oﬃcial
from
each
of
the
six
County
incorporated
municipalities: Auburn, Colfax, Lincoln, Loomis, Rocklin,
Roseville. The District’s Board appoints the Director/Air
Pollution Control Oﬃcer (APCO).
The District employs 16 full‐time and 5 extra‐help employees,
and is organized into four operating sections: Administrative
Services, Planning & Monitoring, Compliance & Enforcement,
and Permitting & Engineering.
The District’s current annual budget is approximately $9.3
million, of which $2.9 million is included as clean air incentive
funding to assist local businesses in obtaining cleaner
equipment. Most of the District’s operational funding comes
from a surcharge imposed by the Department of Motor
Vehicles to support District activities, along with emission and
equipment fees assessed on permitted facilities. The District’s
activities are programmed into five separate funds depending
on the revenue source. Each fund has its own revenue and
expenditure accounts. The District’s philosophy of budgeting
revenues conservatively and expenditures adequately has
allowed the District to meet its current fiscal needs and
provide funding for beginning the upcoming fiscal year.

Building on Progress and
Looking to the Future
2019 was a busy and successful year for the District.
District staﬀ continued working on biomass and forest
resiliency issues, made continued investments on
reducing air pollution emissions throughout the
County, through a robust clean air incentive program, as
well as continued eﬀorts to streamline operations, improve
transparency and improve sustainability. 2020 is expected
to be another productive year, with several new eﬀorts
planned and a significant amount of work expected to
continue building on the successes of 2019.
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Where Does Air Pollu on Come from?
Air pollution comes from many diﬀerent “sources.” This includes larger stationary sources, such as power
plants and boilers, and smaller sources such as dry cleaners and gas stations. Even small emission sources, such
as the use of consumer products and paints at home, have an air quality impact. However, in Placer County
and throughout California, the vast majority of pollutant emissions come from mobile sources such as cars,
trucks, and trains. One of the District’s primary responsibilities is to regulate emissions of combustion
pollutants, dust, and toxic compounds that are discharged to the atmosphere.
PLACER COUNTY EMISSIONS INVENTORY

Ozone Pollu on
The District meets all federal ambient air quality
standards, except for ozone (summertime smog). Ozone
(O3) is produced through the reaction in the atmosphere
of oxides of nitrogen (NOx), and reactive organic gases
(ROG), also called Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC),
with sunlight. Typically, ozone exceedances of federal air
quality standards occur during long stretches of hot
stagnant days. Emissions from all Placer County
emission sources, as well as emissions that blow in from
other parts of the State, contribute to the County not
meeting federal air quality standards for ozone.

Par culate Ma er (PM)
The United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) found that the District and Sacramento region
attained the PM 2.5 (fine particulate matter) standard in 2017, but oﬃcial redesignation won’t occur until
approval of a Maintenance Plan and Redesignation Request. PM is a mixture of solid and liquid particles, and
because they originate from a variety of activities and processes, their chemical and physical compositions
vary. PM can be emitted directly or produced by secondary formation in the atmosphere when gaseous
pollutants, such as nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide, chemically react with ammonia and other compounds
to form fine aerosol particles. PM pollution is caused mainly by human (anthropogenic) activities, such as
residential wood burning, road dust, on‐road and oﬀ‐road vehicles, construction, and farming activities. PM
can also be generated from natural sources such as windblown dust and wildfires.
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The Placer County Region is Diverse
The District’s jurisdiction includes all of Placer
County,
including
the
six
incorporated
municipalities, spanning many diverse areas.
These include:
 Suburban areas of Roseville, Rocklin, Lincoln,
Loomis, and Granite Bay in the southern
portion;
 Rural farming and oak lands in the northern
and western portion;
 Mountain communities of Auburn, Colfax, and
Foresthill on the western slope of the Sierra;
 Nearly 560,000 acres of public and private
forested land (58% of Placer County) east of
Colfax to the Nevada state line; and
 The diversity of Lake Tahoe’s northern and
western shores.

How Does the District Reduce
Emissions?
The District utilizes many strategies to
reduce emissions. These include:
 Enforcing

operating
permits
for
commercial or manufacturing operations,
as required under federal and state law;

 Responding to resident complaints of air

pollutant nuisances and odors;
 Concurrent compliance activities to ensure

expected emission reductions and provide a
“level playing field” for businesses;
 Developing

and implementing cost‐
eﬀective regulations to reduce emissions;

 Providing incentives to local businesses to

acquire cleaner equipment and vehicles;
 Working

with local jurisdictions to
minimize impacts of land use decisions;

 Participating in and promoting eﬀorts to

reduce the impacts of wildfire; and
 Working with federal, state, and regional
Placer County

In 1970, Placer County’s population of 78,280 was
largely rural, with agriculture, a few large
businesses, and government facilities supporting
the economy. Today Placer County is one of the
fastest growing counties in California, with a
population approaching 390,000, and has a diverse
mix of employers such as Hewlett‐Packard and
Sierra Pacific Industries, and many service and IT
sector companies. Because of the geographic and
economic diversity in Placer County, the District
employs a variety of strategies intended to reduce
emissions of air pollutants.

partners to address air pollution from
sources outside the District’s purview (such
as cars, trucks, and trains), as well as
ensuring that emissions from other areas
that impact Placer County are reduced.
In implementing these strategies, the District
continually seeks to minimize the regulatory
burden on business and industry. The
District develops regulations consistent with
neighboring air districts, and strives to
objectively implement and enforce these
rules to protect public health.
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Measuring Air Quality
The District operates four oﬃcial monitors in the County to measure air quality on a 24‐hour basis. These
monitors, combined with one operated by the California Air Resources Board (CARB), provide valuable real
‐time information on the “State of the Air.” Current air quality information can be found on the District’s
website at www.placerair.org. The monitors, along with their operators, are:







Lincoln—District
Roseville—CARB
Auburn—District
Colfax—District
Tahoe City—District

In addition, the District deploys mobile monitors during periods of exceptional events, such as wildfires, to
inform the public and public health oﬃcials on local air quality readings and potential impacts on residents
and first responders. The District uses new, cutting edge technology such as low‐cost personal monitors
to better understand localized impacts of air pollution and to target staﬃng resources and responses.

What is the Role of the District in Achieving Clean Air Standards?
Regulation, Enforcement, Advocacy
The District is one of 35 local air pollution control agencies in California. Local air districts are charged
with the enforcement of local air pollution control rules have been adopted by each district’s Board of
Directors, as well as certain state and federal air quality requirements. The primary duty of the local air
districts is the regulation and control of stationary sources of air pollution created by industry and
businesses, while mobile sources are the responsibility of CARB. Local air districts control air pollution
from businesses through permits, regulate open burning, respond to odor and dust complaints, and
encourage the reduction of emissions in other areas that are not regulated directly.
Air Quality Plans
The District is responsible for preparing, adopting, and implementing air quality plans that contain
emission reduction measures designed to achieve and maintain state and federal ambient air quality
standards. The District acts as a commenting agency under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) for new land use development projects in Placer County.
Emission Inventory Development
The District develops an annual emission inventory of all sources within Placer County. The District
reports this information to CARB for inclusion in their statewide database. CARB has recently added new
requirements for emission inventory reporting, and is contemplating greatly expanding the type and
volume of information collected. District staﬀ will make every eﬀort to minimize the impacts of these
changes, recognizing that such changes can result in significant new costs to facilities and a new
unfunded mandate on the District.
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Legisla ve and Policy Advocacy
The District will continue its legislative and regulatory
advocacy through continued conversations with State
of California (State) elected oﬃcials and state
agencies. A key focus is on
advancing forest resiliency projects
that will benefit Placer County,
along with reducing the risks
associated with catastrophic wild‐
fires, as well as ensuring adequate
State funding in support of State and
CARB mandates. Specifically, this
will be achieved by:
 Interacting and collaborating with state agencies
to implement the State’s Forest Management and
Working Lands Programs;
 Actively participating in the California Public
Utility Commission workshops and proceedings to
promote small scale biomass to electricity
procurement;
 Supporting research on biofuels, methane
emissions from forestry practices, black carbon,
and new gasification technologies;
 Working to ensure State initiatives regarding
Public Safety Power Shutoﬀs (PSPS) do not
adversely impact rural County residents who are
dependent upon portable power during such
events, nor negatively impact ongoing programs to
reduce emissions;
 Seeking suﬃcient
funding to support state
mandated programs; and
 Supporting
legislative eﬀorts to improve
emergency services, including responses to air
quality associated with wildfire.
At the federal level, the District will be monitoring
and advocating on several topics, including but not
limited to:






Emission standards for light‐duty vehicles;
Residential wood heater roll‐back program;
Increased funding to support district activities;
New standards for heavy duty trucks; and
USDA Forest Service funding to support more fuel
thinning and forest restoration on federal lands.

Represen ng the District at
the State and Federal Level
The
District
engages
in
policy
discussions and advocacy at the federal
and state levels. These assignments
provide both an influential venue for the
District’s priorities to be considered in
statewide and national policies aﬀecting
air quality and incentive funding, as well
as unique opportunities to help shape
the eﬀorts of local jurisdictions
throughout the region on climate
adaptation and policies.
Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce’s Capitol‐to‐Capitol
(Cap‐to‐Cap) advocacy delegation
The District’s annual participation in this
event in Washington, D.C. allows
discussions with congressional staﬀ and
federal agencies on air quality, wildfire,
and forest resiliency topics.
National Association of
Clean Air Agencies (NACAA)
District selected to serve on Board of
Directors, and to co‐chair the Mobile
Source and Fuels Committee, which
provides a unique opportunity to engage
nationally on issues that impact
air quality in Placer County.
California Air Pollution Control
Oﬃcers Association (CAPCOA)
District elected as Immediate Past‐
President of Board of Directors, in
addition to membership on their Climate
Protection Committee. CAPCOA is the
state‐wide association which advocates
on issues aﬀecting local air districts in
California.
Capital Region Climate
Readiness Collaborative
District selected to serve on Steering
Committee.
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Eﬃciency & Moderniza on

Sustainability Eﬀorts

To improve efficiency, staff
maintains a Capital Facility
Five Year Maintenance Plan,
which includes a schedule of
required long‐term
maintenance for the building
exterior, parking lot, roof and
interior flooring. Recent
improvements include the
removal of dead and dying
trees to maintain safe
grounds; a paving upgrade of
White Street; and an upgrade of security cameras to a
system with increased capabilities. A long‐term fleet
replacement schedule is also in place.

The District has made significant eﬀorts towards
sustainability of the District’s operations, through a
reduction of energy usage overall and more reliance
upon electricity than fossil fuels (i.e. gasoline). The
District’s eﬀorts to further improve its sustainability
are consistent with its long track record of success.

The District continues modernization of its
Information Technology. The District’s migration to
the Accela database has allowed the District to
expand electronic capabilities and provide the
following improvements to operations: electronic
delivery of invoices, permits and throughput reports,
inspectors with mobile capabilities in the field and
use of tablets to perform inspections and upload data
remotely. The next phase of Accela development will
include client and public online access, via the
Citizen Access Portal, to District information and
documents. The District’s website www.PlacerAir.org,
recently migrated to the County’s new website
provider, Civic Plus, while maintaining unique
branding, differentiating it from the County
departments’ web pages. The District has converted
from the County’s PAS financial system to the
County’s new enterprise system, Work Day, which
combines financials, time keeping and procurement
within the same system.

Fleet Fuel Eﬃciency Improvements
The District’s vehicle fleet includes three hybrid
(gasoline engine and electric motor) vehicles, a plug‐
in hybrid electric vehicle (Chevy Volt), and a fully
electric plug‐in vehicle purchased in 2019 (Chevy
Bolt). The District maintains two plug‐in electric
Level 2 vehicle charging stations for our plug‐in fleet
vehicles. In keeping with the District’s commitment
to clean air, the Chevy Bolt purchase was
coordinated with the retirement of an older, less fuel
eﬃcient gasoline vehicle from the District’s fleet.

Building Energy Saving Improvements
Prior to moving into the 110 Maple Street oﬃces in
2011, insulation improvements were made; two main
heating, ventilation and air conditioning units were
replaced with higher more energy eﬃcient ones;
higher eﬃciency lighting was installed; and the
conventional tank water heater was replaced by an
on‐demand heater. Since that time, the District
installed a solar voltaic
system, which help
oﬀset the building’s
annual power usage.
Staﬀ also replaced
halogen lighting in the
District oﬃces with
low energy LED lights.

Ensuring Long Term Fiscal Stability
District management continues to evaluate work and resources against existing funding sources, to determine if
funds are being utilized eﬀectively and whether funds should be re‐directed. This includes evaluating core
District functions, recovering District implementation costs, and where appropriate, identifying additional
revenue options. The District continues implementation of CARB programs that provide emission reductions in
the County, as well as pursues additional revenue for staﬀ funding on State mandated programs. This funding
includes the Carl Moyer program; the Community Air Protection Program, new program implementation
funding; administering the FARMER Program for shared pool districts; and continuation of the Community
Based Supplemental Environmental Program (CBSEP).
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Biomass and Forest Resiliency
Our forests continue to be at risk for catastrophic wildfire from an
epidemic of tree mortality caused by prolonged drought and bark
beetle infestation. Recent wildfires have burned over 20% of our
forested lands. The District has initiated programs to: (1) better
understand the emissions impacts of wildfires, open pile burning,
and prescribed fires; and (2) evaluate and implement management
practices that encourage improved forest sustainability and
resilience (reduce wildfire size and severity) and reduced
emissions, including forest fuel hazardous reduction thinning,
biomass for energy, and biochar. Our eﬀorts also provide
renewable energy, reduce fire‐fighting costs, and protect upland
watersheds, timber resources, forest ecosystems, and wildlife
habitat.

In 2019, the District made continued
progress through:
 In‐field measurements of black carbon emissions
from open pile burning;
 Actively assisting in the development and
implementation of expanded prescribed fire
eﬀorts throughout the State;
 Participating on the State Forest Management
Task Force (and wood products and prescribed
fire subcommittees);
 Supporting the multi‐stakeholder eﬀort to
reduce wildfire risk around the French Meadows
Reservoir.
 Contributing to the Lake Tahoe West
Restoration Partnership’s Landscape Strategy;
 Development of a fuel thinning GHG oﬀset
protocol;
 Contributing to State Utility and Energy
Commission policy and regulations that
incentivize new distributed and existing utility
scale bioenergy operations.

In 2020, the District’s goals include:
 Approval of the fuel thinning GHG oﬀset
protocol into a voluntary carbon registry;
 Approval of a black carbon open pile burning
GHG oﬀset protocol in a voluntary carbon
registry;
 Continuing cooperative work with bioenergy
technology developers demonstrating emissions
benefits;
 Assisting the County and local jurisdictions in
developing proposals for the use of State forest
resiliency funds, and seeking additional state
and local funding for such eﬀorts;
 Participating in and contributing technical
expertise to forest restoration working groups –
including implementation of the Lake Tahoe
West Restoration Landscape Strategy;
 Working with the State Oﬃce of Planning and
Research and local jurisdictions throughout
Placer County to identify pathways for CEQA
mitigation through support of forest manage‐
ment projects;
 Advocating for, developing, and implementing
state legislation that values the societal benefits
of forest restoration and distributed biomass
energy.
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Eﬃcient Permi ng

Odor Management
The District receives numerous complaints
concerning nuisance odors from communities
(including
residential
and
commercial
developments) that encroach on odor generating
sources. The District is working cooperatively with
the odor sources to develop and implement
enforceable odor management plans that establish
best practices to minimize odor impacts. We are also
outreaching to local community working groups and
stakeholders.

Odor Management Rule

As authorized under federal and state law, the
District successfully implemented its permitting
requirements. We issued 81 new operating permits
and renewed 1312 operating permits (at 894
separate facilities). Five of the largest emitting
facilities have Federally required “Title V”
operating permits which have a 5‐year term. One
Title V permit (Gladding McBean) was renewed in
2019, and three other sources are due for renewals
in 2021.

Ensuring Compliance and
Responding to Complaints
The District continued to implement eﬀective and
fair enforcement and citizen complaint resolution
programs. Over 130 complaints were investigated,
about equally split concerning smoke from
burning, odors, and dust. Over 130 violation
notices were issued, with over $137,000 in penalties
collected, primarily through mutually negotiated
settlement with the violator. We inspected almost
400 facilities (comprising over 600 permits). Over
50 emission source tests were observed. These
activities are critical to ensure expected emission
reductions from District programs are realized,
and that there is a level playing field for
compliance among regulated and permitted
sources.
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In 2020, the District may consider adoption of a new
rule to establish general requirements and
preventative measures for known sources of odors.
While the Health and Safety Code limits
enforcement
against
nuisance
odors
from
agricultural operations for the growing of crops,
raising of fowl or animals, or from composting
operations, it does not bar the adoption of rules
requiring odor preventative measures, mitigation
and corrective measures, or best management
practices. This new rule may apply to landfill gas
emissions; odor and VOC controls for the
composting of green and food waste; water and
sewage treatment and retention; the slaughtering of
animals or fowl; or the processing of crops, including
cannabis, whether these activities are for commercial
purposes or non‐commercial purposes.

Upda ng District Regula ons
In addition to the odor management rule, the District
may consider amendments to the following rules in
2020: Rule 218 Architectural Coatings, to fulfill a
requirement that districts in non‐attainment areas
have contingency measures in the event they do not
attain the ozone standard or meet reasonable further
progress milestones; Rule 102 Definitions, to update
the exempt volatile organic compounds list
consistent with the U.S. EPA’s adopted list; and Rule
501, General Permit Requirements, to address
technical comments received from the EPA.

Air Monitor Upgrades
In FY 19‐20, the District purchased two
new ozone analyzers to upgrade the
analyzers at the Auburn and Colfax
monitoring stations for more than 20
years. In addition, the District purchased
one Zero Air Generator, which is used
for instrument calibration. This upgrade
was
based
on
the
findings/
recommendation from the Technological
System Audit report prepared by the
U.S. EPA.
In FY 20‐21, the District is planning to
replace two ozone analyzers at the
Lincoln and Tahoe City monitoring
stations. New monitoring equipment
will extensively enhance the District’s
data quality assurance, to meet
regulatory requirements and provide
reliable air quality data to oﬃcials and
the public.

Wildﬁre Smoke Monitoring
Expansion

Air quality in Placer County significantly
improved in 2019, as compared to 2018, due to
emission reductions from existing local, state,
and federal control measures and the lack of
significant wildfire smoke impacting our area.
The following shows the Air Quality Index
(AQI) data thru 12/18/2019:
Ozone AQI: (# of days)
Good
Moderate
Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups
Unhealthy
Very Unhealthy
PM2.5 AQI:
Good
Moderate
Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups
Unhealthy
Very Unhealthy

2019
252
91

2018
210
82

9
0
0

32
7
3

2019
310
42

2018
237
74

0
0
0

12
8
3

In November 2018, the District received 12 PurpleAir PM sensors through a CARB wildfire smoke
monitoring project. The PurpleAir sensors were developed through recent technology advancements
which are comparatively low in cost. These sensors can measure PM concentrations on a real‐time basis
and require less field infrastructure support than traditional regulatory monitoring stations.
The purpose of this project is to use these low‐cost sensors for monitoring wildfire smoke impacts when
they occur, and evaluate how they can complement the existing regulatory monitoring network by vastly
expanding the network’s coverage, and providing smoke impact information to the District and public.
This past year, the District
deployed PurpleAir sensors in local
communities where there are no nearby
regulatory monitoring stations
(Sheridan, Rocklin, Loomis, Auburn,
Foresthill, Alta, Serene Lakes, Squaw
Valley, Martis Valley, and Kings Beach).
The public can access PurpleAir
data at www.purpleair.com.
PurpleAir Sensor Map in Placer County (includes sensors placed by others)
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Sacramento Regional Ozone Plan for Federal 2015 Ozone Standard
In October 2015, U.S. EPA revised the ozone 8‐hour average standard from 0.075 parts per million (ppm) to
0.070 ppm. In March 2018, U.S. EPA classified the Sacramento Federal Nonattainment Area (SFNA) as
“moderate”, based on this standard. As such, the Sacramento region is required to prepare an ozone State
Implementation Plan (SIP) for this standard, with an attainment year of 2024.
However, the SFNA is
unlikely to meet the August
2024 attainment deadline.
Therefore, the District, in
cooperation with the other air
districts in the SFNA, will
request a reclassification from
“moderate” to “serious” for
the 2015 ozone standard.
Once the U.S. EPA approves
this request, the air districts
within the SFNA area will
begin preparing the SIP for
this standard, which is due on
August 3, 2021.
The District is also required
to prepare a Reasonably
Available Control Technology
(RACT) SIP analysis for the 2015
federal ozone standard. The District needs to review and compare all Control Techniques Guidelines
(CTGs) with existing District rules and sources that operate in the District’s jurisdiction. This RACT SIP
analysis is due on August 3, 2020.
Trends of total NOx and ROG emissions in Placer County from 2000 to 2035
(Actuals to 2012, forecast 2013 thru 20135)

Declara on of No Sources subject to Control Techniques Guidelines for Oil
and Natural Gas Industry
In December 2019, the District’s Board of Directors approved a negative declaration for the Control
Techniques Guidelines (CTG) for the Oil and Natural Gas Industry Source category, which was developed
by the U.S. EPA in 2016. This is a requirement from U.S. EPA to adopt rules which cover source
categories for the CTG document developed by U.S. EPA. This negative declaration identifies that there
are no such sources in the District’s ozone nonattainment area subject to this CTG, and the requirement
to adopt a rule for those sources is not applicable. The complete approval package has been delivered to
CARB and is expected to be forwarded to U.S. EPA for final approval.
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Grant Incen ve Programs
The District’s successful implementation of its multiple grant incentive programs between 2001 and 2019 has
led to measurable reductions in criteria pollutant emissions from unregulated activities and sources. Funding
sources have ranged broadly and include DMV surcharges, land use mitigation funds, and State awarded funds.
Since 2001, the District’s programs have invested approximately $21,130,344 on emission reducing projects,
which have resulted in a total of 1,300 tons of NOx, ROG and PM reductions.

Carl Moyer Incentive Grants Program
One of the District’s primary incentive grant programs,
the Carl Moyer (Moyer) Program, competitively funds
Placer County projects, which are competitively awarded
based on reductions in ROG, NOX, and PM. Eligible
project types include diesel to cleaner diesel off‐road
equipment replacements, diesel to low NOx and near‐
zero vehicle replacements, and alternative fueling
infrastructure. All emission reductions claimed by a
project must be surplus to any rule or regulation. The
two primary sources of Moyer funding include Moyer
State funds (allocated by CARB) and locally derived
AB923 funds (local DMV surcharge fee). In FY 19‐20, the
District had $1,679,257 available for Moyer and NOx
remediation grant projects. Eleven projects, totaling
$1,391,344, were awarded, including the replacement of
several pieces of agricultural equipment, two new school
buses, and electric vehicle charging infrastructure for
electric school buses and passenger vehicles. An
estimated lifetime reduction of 31.99 tons of ROG, NOx,
and PM is expected from these projects.

Land Use Mitigation Funds Grants
The District makes available funds paid into the District’s
Air Quality Mitigation Fund by new land use
development projects in Placer County. These funds are
used primarily to fund grant projects which reduce ozone
precursor and particulate matter emissions from sources
that are not required by law to reduce emissions. These
funds are reserved for projects that do not qualify for
Moyer Program funding, yet will yield important air
quality benefits to local communities. The use of such
funds are applied to external grant projects in close
proximity to the land development projects from which
the fees were collected, and in a manner consistent with
the District’s Land Use Air Quality Mitigation Funds
Policy. In 2019, two grants were awarded with mitigation
funds to two local fire districts for replacing older fire
engines with newer, cleaner engines.

Community Air
Incentives Grants

Protection

(CAP)

The District also accepted Community Air
Protection (CAP) Incentive Funds from the
state which will fund emission reduction
projects within Placer’s impacted local
communities. In FY 19‐20, the District allocated
$1,019,872 of CAP Incentive funds to seven
projects: the replacement of six old diesel
school buses (two in the Roseville City School
District and four within the Western Placer
Unified School District), and the Capitol
Corridor Project to cost share the replacement
of a passenger locomotive (see Page 12). The
school bus replacement projects will result in
3.46 tons of NOx and 0.33 tons of diesel PM
emission reductions.
In order to partner with local communities in
administering CAP funds, the District has
collaborated with Invest Health, a community
organization, for the development of education
and outreach materials concerning the potential
health impacts from air pollution, and
identification of community‐based air pollution
reduction projects throughout Placer County.

Skid steer forklift and
school bus funded by
District grants

The old forklift and bus
were destroyed to
ensure emission
reductions.
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FARMER Grants Program

Woodstove Replacement Program

In August 2018, the District
Board authorized the
District to administer
funding of CARB’s Funding
Agricultural Replacement
Measures for Emission
Reductions (FARMER)
Program. The FARMER
program provides funding
through local air districts for emission reduction
projects in the agricultural sector. In Year 1 of the
program, the District administered $5.6 million for
the 18 “shared pool” districts in California with
comparatively less agricultural equipment than
others. 61 agricultural equipment replacement
projects were funded in Year 1. The Board authorized
the District to administer Year 2 shared pool funding
in April 2019, and approved Year 3 funding in
December 2019. CARB has also requested that the
District develop a web‐based grants management
system to streamline reporting of FARMER fund
expenditures by the local air districts. The District
assembled internal and external teams to vet
potential grants management software and
developers. In December 2019, the Board approved
to accept up to $500,000 from CARB for development
of the system. Implementation of the reporting
system is expected mid‐2020, first being rolled out to
the shared pool air districts, and later to all districts.

The District’s woodstove incentive program has
helped the County meet ambient PM standards
and reduce the local impacts of wood smoke.
Between 2008 and 2011, the District provided
incentives for the replacement of 415 older
woodstoves with cleaner burning U.S. EPA
certified woodstoves, resulting in reductions of
8.5 tons per year of PM emissions. In 2017, the
District also received funding from the Tahoe
Regional Planning Agency to replace 31
woodstoves within the Tahoe region.
In 2016, AB 1613 appropriated $5 million to CARB
for the implementation of a statewide woodstove
replacement program to reduce greenhouse gas
and fine particulate emissions. The District was
allocated $125,000 in FY 18‐19, and entered into an
agreement with the El Dorado County Air Quality
Management District (EDCAQMD) to implement
the program for Placer County residents. Since
then, 27 vouchers have
been issued to Placer
County residents. In
December 2019, the
District Board approved
continuation of the
partnership with
EDCAQMD for Placer
County’s FY 19‐20
funds, which are
expected to be $125,000.

Capitol Corridor Locomotive Replacement
The District Board approved an agreement with the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) to
redirect $182,857.14 of the District’s CAP Incentive Funds to cost share the replacement of a Capitol Corridor
passenger locomotive. The Capitol Corridor is a 170‐mile passenger train system that provides a convenient
alternative to traveling between San Jose and Auburn, California. The BAAQMD also coordinated with other
local air districts to fund this project to replace an old, high‐polluting 1994 passenger locomotive with a new
Tier 4 locomotive that will run between the Bay Area and destinations in Placer County, including Roseville,
Rocklin and Auburn. The project will result in an estimated 18 tons of NOx, 0.65 tons of ROG, and 0.28 tons of
diesel PM emissions on an annual basis regionally. In addition to regional benefits, the project will reduce lo‐
calized health risk from diesel PM in impacted communities near the J.R. Davis Railyard in Roseville, and pas‐
senger train stations in Rocklin and Auburn. Neighbors of the railyard expressed their support for the project
in surveys gathered at a public workshop held on June 27, 2019, at the Roseville Civic Center.
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Community Based Supplemental
Environmental Projects—
School Air Filter Upgrades
CARB and the District continue our partnership on
the
Community
Based
Supplemental
Environmental Project (CBSEP) Program, which
provides alternatives to violators of state
regulatory requirements, in lieu of paying financial
penalties to CARB directly. Each project has a
focus on communities with higher air pollution
impacts, such as those in close proximity to a
railyard, rail line or interstate. The District has
received funds to date of $616,693, and installed
high eﬃciency air filtration systems at four Placer
County schools: George Cirby Elementary, William
Kaseberg Elementary, Ferris Spanger Elementary,
and Bowman Elementary. Three additional schools
have been selected for future awards, pending
funding: Woodbridge Elementary School, Rock
Creek Elementary, and Vencil Brown Elementary.

Community Air Protec on Program
In 2017, AB 617 created the Community Air
Protection Program (CAPP), which among its
several elements, requires new community air
monitoring programs and a community emission
reduction plan. Since September 2018, CARB has
selected 13 communities that will be the focus of
additional targeted actions to improve air quality.
Although CARB’s selections did not include
communities within Placer County, the District is
taking actions towards the goal of reducing
emissions in certain neighborhoods within Roseville
which may be considered in the future, due to their
close proximity to both Interstate 80 and the J.R.
Davis Union Pacific Railyard. The District held
public meetings at Roseville City Hall to explain
CAPP, to solicit ideas on potential emission
reduction projects, and to hear community
concerns. The District is also building on valuable
past partnerships with Union Pacific to reduce toxic
diesel particulate emissions at the Railyard.

Community Air Quality Funding

Wildﬁre Smoke Community
Outreach
Historically, during summer months, Placer
County residents have had to breathe unhealthy
wildfire smoke. During these incidents, the
District fields public and media calls regarding
smoke impacts. The District uses air quality data
from its fixed monitoring network and the recently
deployed Purple Air Network, to determine, in
collaboration with the Placer County Public
Health Department and the Placer County Oﬃce
of Education, when Air Quality Advisories need to
be issued. Advisories are posted on Placer County’s
home page, on the District’s webpage, and on:
www.californiasmokeinfo.blogspot.com. The blog
has grown into a statewide resource, with more
than a million webpage hits.

In addition to providing incentive funds for CAP
projects, CARB provides funds to local air districts to
implement the CAP Program. The District has
received $179,230, in FY 2018‐19 and FY 2019‐20, from
CARB for implementing the CAP Program in Placer
County. The District’s CAP Program accomplish‐
ments in 2019 include:
 building a mobile air monitoring platform,
including a portable PM monitor and trailer, that
can be quickly deployed in a community to collect
preliminary screening information and to
promptly respond to community concerns;
 engaging CARB and Union Pacific Rail Road
(UPRR) to discuss the possibility of updating the
Roseville Railyard’s Health Risk Assessment which
was conducted by CARB in 2004;
 partnering with Invest Health Roseville to enhance
community outreach eﬀorts;
 participation in AB 617 working groups and
advisory committees that focus on guidance for
community selection, emission data collection and
reporting regulations, monitoring equipment
recommendation, and funding allocations.
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Allowable Outdoor Burning in Placer County
The California Health and Safety Code provides for diﬀerent types of outdoor burning allowed under state
law. Burning is divided into Agricultural and Non‐Agricultural, with the District’s rules further sub‐defining
within each category. Each type of burning has detailed conditions under which it may be conducted. Except
for residential allowable burning, the District issues burn permits for those diﬀerent types of allowable
burning.
Prescribed Burning
On April 11, 2019, the District’s Board of Directors approved to accept funds from CARB for the
implementation of the District’s Smoke Management Program related to prescribed burning. This funding
comes from SB 856, which appropriated $2 million to CARB for support and implementation of both SB 901
and SB 1260 for healthy forests, fire prevention, along with a coordinated program for enhancing air quality
and smoke monitoring, and a public awareness campaign regarding prescribed burns. There is an expectation
to increase the use of prescribed burning to make land more fire resilient, decrease fire hazards from
vegetation and increase fire safety in and around communities. The District is using this money to augment
our already robust smoke management program, with an expected increase in air monitoring during
prescribed burns.

11/23/19 – CAL FIRE Mt. Howell Prescribed Burn

Residential Burning
The District and local fire agencies work together to provide guidance on safe residential outdoor burning.
This type of burning is for the disposal of dry vegetation, by lighting a burn pile outdoors on the property of a
one or two‐family dwelling where the vegetation is grown. Burning is only allowed on declared Burn Days
when smoke is expected to rise and disperse and not be a nuisance. While an Air District burn permit is not
required, a fire agency burn permit may be required where burning is allowed. The District has partnered with
fire agencies to outreach to the public about good burning practices to reduce smoke from burning, such as
poems and puzzles on burning and fire safety which were printed in the Foresthill Messenger newspaper. In
the Meadow Vista area there will be an increase in outreach to educate on good burning practices. Our
updated residential outdoor burn brochure will soon be available at local fire agencies. When done right, the
safe and controlled burning of dry vegetation can help manage one’s vegetation, reduce wildfire risk, and meet
defensible space requirements.
Rice Burning
A portion of the District is located in the Sacramento Valley Air Basin. In this area, rice is the predominant
agricultural crop grown. This past season, 12,567 acres of rice was planted in Placer County, with more than
540,000 acres of planted rice grown valley‐wide. The 1992 Rice Straw Reduction Act mandates the amount of
diseased rice straw that can be burned annually, based on the number of planted acres. Currently, 25% of the
rice stubble from the previous planted season can be burned. For the Fall 2019 season in Placer County, 311
acres of rice straw was burned with no smoke complaints received.
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